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The difficulties had not, however, been fully overcome up to
the date of my departure, though I learn with thankfulness
that they have since been much mitigated.

The insalubrity of many among the jails, and the high death-
rate shewn by the returns of prisoners, caused constant anxiety.
In so far as these sad results were traceable to overcrowding,
remedies were applied by the construction of additional buildings.
Originally the jails had been built without due regard to ventila-
tion. Great improvements had some years previously been intro-
duced by Dr. Mouatt, formerly Inspector-.General, whose humane
and philanthropic efforts were directed with administrative skill,
and who is to be numbered among the benefactors ofJBengal.

The sanitary measures adopted by us in different parts of the
country were largely based on the information laboriously
gathered and the principles scientifically expounded by Dr.
Norman Chevers, who was one among the many ornaments of
the Medical Service.

No change was to my eye more noteworthy than the
increased popularity of the Civil Courts. In former days they
were thought to be arenas where the rich would overbear the
poor, but now their existence was respected as the aegis and
palladium of the just rights and interests of the weak against
the strong. The hopes and fears of the people seemed to be
centred in the proceedings of these courts and the results of
judicial action. The Native judges were, as might be expected,
often criticized in regard to their decisions opinions or argu-
ments, but rarely or never distrusted in respect to the upright-
ness of their intentions.

I had the pleasure of giving at Belvedere a farewell banquet to
Sir Eichard Couch, the Chief Justice ,of Bengal, on his retire-
ment. In provinces where civil justice is more than ordinarily
important to the social life of the people, it is essential that the
relations between the Lieutenant-Governor and the Chief
Justice should be cordial, and so they were at that time. The
High Court at Calcutta supervises the examination of Natives
for admission to the bar and the bench; it nominates Natives
in the first instance for appointment to the judicial service, and